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Epiphany sends us home ‘a new way’

Taizé Service | Jan. 5, 2023

Introduction and Welcome Three of these Magi were looking at the skies when

suddenly they saw a new star. They studied the star

As we continue the celebration of the Christmas
Season, on this night we remember the Feast of
Epiphany, when a star led the Magi to honor the
Christ Child with treasures.

The Magi then went home a
different way than they had come
to Bethlehem.

and realized that it was a sign that a new King had
been born to the Jews.

The Magi set out from their own country in the east
in order to meet that new King. They traveled with
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was Magi. Many of them lived in
the countries to the east of Israel.

Text: LM; Charles Coffin, 1676-1749; tr. by John Chandler, 1806-1876, alt.

Music: adapt. by Michael Praetorius, 1571-1621.



their servants and camels and
the gifts that they were
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was called the city of David
because the great king of Israel
had been born there.

King Herod then called the Magi in to talk with them
in secret. He asked them when they had first seen the
star and many other things. When they had answered
all of his questions, he sent them away. He told them
to go to Bethlehem so that they could find the child.
When they had found Him, they were to send word to
King Herod for he told them that he wanted to go and
pay his respects to the child. However, he really
wanted to kill Him.

Text: Irregular with refrain; trad. English Carol, 17th cent.; verse 6, alt. Music: Trad. English Carol, 17th cent.

As soon as the Magi set out, they once again saw the
star. It was only about five miles from Jerusalem to
Bethlehem, so the Magi were able to travel there in a
short time.

When they arrived in Bethlehem, they saw that the
star had stopped over a cave just outside the city.
They went there and found Joseph, Mary, and the
baby Jesus.



The Magi immediately entered the
stable and fell down on their

knees. They honored the child and
brought out the gifts that they had

O LORD, HEAR MY PRAYER
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brought Him from their homeland.
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They brought Him gifts of gold,
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frankincense, and myrrh. 0

Lord, hear my prayer,

O Lord, hear my prayer:

It is said that there was a special Alttext: The  Lord is my song,  the Lord s my praise:
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the Jews and the King of all kings.

Frankincense is a type of incense.  ®

One would normally burn it as an
offering to God. It was a sign of
the hidden fact that Jesus is the
only Son of God. Finally, myrrh is
an ointment that one would use
when someone was being buried. It pointed to the
way that Jesus would free us from our sins, through
His death and resurrection.

Lord is

The Magi were going to go back to Jerusalem to tell
king Herod about the child, but an angel appeared to
them in a dream and told them to go back a different
way.

Chant: The First Nowell verses 2-6

Reading: ''Searching"

When John the Baptist was preaching along the
Jordan River, people were searching for more than
John. People were searching for more in their lives. It
was their search for more that led them to the Jordan.

We are all searching.

Searching is why people often make a pilgrimage.
Searching is why people pick up books during sacred
seasons. We are all searching for something. Each of
us wants to be happy. Many of us are searching for
peace. Some of us long for direction and clarity in
life. Remember it is in the silence that we will often
discover what we are searching for — and sometimes
what we are running from. The key in life is to not
run from what we are searching for, but to embrace
what we are searching for.

The more we are in touch with what we desire, the
more we are disposed to receive that very thing from
the Lord.

Knowing that God wants to do something new in
your life, what is it that you ask him? What are you
searching for?

Lord, hcar my prayer.
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Come and lis - tecn to  me.
my praise:  God, the well-spring of  life.
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What are your goals for this new year? Make sure
that they are Specific, Measurable, Achievable,
Realistic, and Timely.

Extended Silence
Petitions

Chant 2x then once after each petition

1. For the Church, that she may welcome the poor,
the sick, the stranger, and the sinner as Christ
welcomes them, we pray:

2. For those who suffer at the hands of their leaders,
that they may know God’s freedom and security, we

pray:

3. For all those whose journey is difficult and whose
spirits are weary, we pray:

4. For the gift of hospitality toward people of every
language and culture, we pray:

5. For migrants, immigrants, refugees, and all who
have come to this country in search of a better life;
that we may welcome them and recognize the gifts
that they bring, we pray:

We pray together the Lord’s Prayer
Chant 5x: The Lord is My Light

Closing Prayer

Lord, You who live outside of time, and reside in the
imperishable moment, we ask Your Blessing on this
New Year upon Your Gift to us of Time.



Bless our clocks and watches, The Lo rd ls My L[g ht
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help us not to mlss that Wthh GU’d I trust, 1] Gl.ﬂ.{ I trust.

is important, while You keep

us from machine-like routine. With chalk, write above the door of your main

) entrance the year, crosses and the first initial of the
May we ever be free from being clock watchers and traditional names of the Three Kings (Gaspar,

instead become time lovers. Melchior, Balthazar): 20 + G + M + B + 23

Bless our calendars, these ordered lists of days, Please join us again, in person or live stream, on
weeks and months, of holidays, holydays, fasts and February 2, 2023

feasts, all our special days of remembering.

Music in this Worship Aid was reprinted with

May these servants, our calendars, once reserved for permission under onelicense.net, #A-725830

the royal few, for magi and pyramid priests, now
grace our homes and our lives.

May they remind us of birthdays and other gift-days,
as they teach us the secret that all life is meant for

celebration and contemplation. As WITH GLADNESS MEN OF OLD
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Chant: As With Gladness 4. nar - row way; And, when earth - ly things are past,
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Let us bl.ess our home and pray 2. will - ingy feet Ev - er seek the mer - cy - seat.
that all will be welcome here. Let 3. trea - sures bring, Christ! to thee, our heav'n-ly King.
this door be an entry for the 4. star to guide, Where no clouds thy glo - ry hide.
blessings of God. Let this door be a 5. may we sing Al - le - lu - ias to our King.
gateway of God’s blessings to the
world.” Text: 77 77 77; William C. Dix, 1837-1898.

Music: Conrad Kocher, 1786-1872; adapt. by William H. Monk, 1823-1889.



