Taizé Service | Sept. 7, 202
Labor Day and
The Dignity of Work

Introduction

Let us begin our prayer by recalling the words of
Cesar Chavez: “Every time we sit at a table at night
or in the morning to enjoy the fruits and grain and
vegetables from our good earth, remember that they
come from the work of men and women and
children who have been exploited for generations.”

Too often we don’t pay attention, we don’t stop to
think that, even in this day and age, injustice remains
an invisible ingredient in much of the food that we
eat.

Jesus, shake us awake, open our eyes to see our
power and obligation as consumers to help put
things right. Justice demands it. Love demands it.

Song: ""Whatsoever You Do"
Reading 1: Beatitudes of the Farm Worker

I was hungry, and you said, we only deal with
problems in the city, not in the rural areas.

I was imprisoned, and you said you were sorry but
there was nothing you could

do. I was naked, and you

looked the other way as you

passed me by in your

s e P -

>
-

) 5 - P e
2 potp- e ¥ sy g
e a0 YIRS A ST AREIINN L F S

Photo 194256383 | Farm Labor © Randy Fletcher | Dreamstime.com

refrain sung by all (Music on next page)

Reading 2: From “Loaves and Fishes” by Dorothy
Day

Young people say, “What good can one person do?
What is the sense of our small effort?” They cannot
see that we must lay one brick at a time, take one
step at a time; we can be responsible only for the one
action of the present moment. But we can beg for an
increase of love in our hearts that will vitalize and
transform all our individual actions, and know that
God will take them and multiply them, as Jesus
multiplied the loaves and fishes.

The greatest challenge of the day is how to bring
about a revolution of the heart, a revolution which
has to start with each one of us. When we begin to
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Song: "Lord, When You
Came" verses by cantors,
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take the lowest place, to wash the
feet of others, to love our brothers

Lord, When You Came / Pescador de Hombres
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3. Lord, have wyou need of my la - bor
Chime 4. Lord, send me where you would  have me;
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3. For our community, that a spirit of

service to others is our foundation, we

pray:

4. For all the workers in the world, i

my eyes you were
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especially those who do grueling work in

mines and factories, we pray:

Kind-ly
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5. For those who are exploited through

my name you
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“undocumented work™ or are the “victims
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of labor,” who are injured or die on the
job because of unsafe working conditions,
we pray.

6. For those who are without work and

who return home every day, unsuccessful
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Prayer of St. Francis of Assisi e
I will find oth-er
Lord, make me an instrument of your

peace.

Where there is hatred, let me sow
love; where there is injury, pardon:
where there is doubt, faith; where

O Gob, Hear Us
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there is despair, hope; where there is
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darkness, light; where there is

sadness, joy.

hear us; hear

O divine Master,

Grant that I may not so much seek to words on the next page.)
be consoled as to console, page.
to be understood as to understand, to be loved as to Closing Prayer

love.
For it is in giving that we receive; it is in pardoning

that we are pardoned; it is in dying that we are born

to eternal life. dignity and justice.

Song: "'Lord of All Hopefulness'' (music and
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God of goodness, you give us the land to provide us
with food. Hear the prayers of Your people and give
all who work on that land a full measure of human

May we bring the spirit of Christ to all our efforts,



LorD OF ALL HOPEFULNESS
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hope-ful-ness,

and may these efforts yield a rich
harvest of justice, peace, and love.
We ask this in the name of Jesus
Christ, the Lord. Amen.

Closing Song ''They’ll Know We

1. Lord of all Lord of all joy, Whose Are Christians'
2. Lord of all £a - ger-ness, Lord of all faith, Whose
3. Lord of all kind - li- ness, Lord of all grace, Your Thank you for coming tonight.
4. Lord of all gen - tle- ness, Lord of all calm, Whose Please us again on October 5.
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1. bliss in our hearts, Lord, at the break of the day.
2. strength in  our hearts, Lord, at the noon of the day.
3. love in our hearts, Lord, at the eve of the day.
4. peace in our hearts, Lord, at the end of the day.

Text: 10 1111 12;'Lord of all hopefulness, words by Jan Struther, 1901-1%3;
Reproduced by permission of Oxford University Press. All
Music: Trad. Irish melody; adapt. fr. The Church Hym

fr. Enlarged Songs of Praise, 1931.
rights reserved.
nary, 1927.

They’ll Know We Are Christians
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2. We  will  walk with  each oth - er, we will
3. We  will  work with  each oth - er, we will
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pray  that all u - ni -ty may one day be re - stored:
geth - er we'll spread the news that God 18 in  our land:
guard hu-man’s dig - mi - ty and save hu-man's pride:
praise to the Spir - it, who makes us one:



Pope Francis on
St. Joseph the Worker

Pope Francis gave a series of catechetical talks
focused on St. Joseph in 2022. St. Joseph as a
carpenter, he said, serves as an example of the
dignity of work that today is often denied to
those in need.

“Many young people, many fathers and mothers
experience the ordeal of not having a job that
allows them to live
peacefully; they just live
day by day. And how
often the search for work
becomes so desperate
that it drives them to the
point of losing all hope
and the desire to live,”

“Leaders
must give
everyone the
ability to earn

the pope said. bread,
The value of work, he because this
added, is also exploited . .

in today’s world where earning gives

many people, including
undocumented workers,
are forced to do grueling
tasks for unfair wages, and children, “who should
be playing,” instead are “forced to work like an
adult.”

them dignity.”

“They are our brothers and sisters, those who
earn their living this way, with jobs that do not
recognize their dignity. Let us think about this;
this is happening today in the world!” he said.

The work of a carpenter or
woodworker at that time, the pope
explained, involved not only
crafting tools or furniture but also
building houses. From an economic
point of view, “it did not ensure
great earnings.”
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Pope Francis said the fact that St.
Joseph, as well as Jesus, practiced
carpentry reminded him “of all the
workers in the world, especially those
who do grueling work in mines and
factories” as well as “those who are

exploited through undocumented work” and the
“victims of labor,” who are injured or die on the
job because of unsafe working conditions.

He also called on Christians to remember those
who are without work and who return home
every day, unsuccessful in their efforts to “earn
their bread.”

“Earning bread is what gives you dignity and if we
do not give our people, our men and women, the
ability to earn bread, this is a social injustice in
that place, in that nation, in that continent,” the
pope said. “Leaders must give everyone the
ability to earn bread, because this earning gives
them dignity.”

Departing from his prepared remarks, the pope
called for a moment of silent prayer for those
who have lost their jobs and for those who
cannot find work

“Remember each of them and their families
today. Let us take a moment of silence,
remembering these men, these women, ...
crushed by an unbearable burden, reached the
point of taking their own lives, " the pope said
before bowing his head in prayer.

Pope Francis called on those present to think
about what they can do “to recover the value of
work” and what the church can do “so that work
can be redeemed from the logic of mere profit
and can be experienced as a fundamental right
and duty of the person, which expresses and
increases his or her dignity.”
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